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Items in this color are new or include new information this week.

Just because we cannot meet at church or in homes
for our regular intercessory prayer times, we WILL
NOT STOP OUR CORPORATE PRAYING!

If you click on the link below, it will bring you to the
“One Year Bible Online” site.
You may then choose whether you want to read in Biblical
order - some O.T and some N.T. each day - OR in
chronological order.
If, instead, you would like to listen to the readings, you may hit
the arrow to the right of each day and the daily listings will be
read to you with a short commentary at the beginning. Also,
for the audio version, you may choose the translation you
prefer.
If you would like a printed copy of the scripture references to
be read daily, please see Marilee Elash.
The link is:

https://oneyearbibleonline.com

First, we continue to pass along prayer and praise
reports via our prayer chain as people send them to
us. If you are not on the prayer chain, we urge you
to contact Ron or Kristen with a request to be
added.
Also, we are having 1st and 3rd Saturday morning
“live” prayer meetings via Zoom. Please see the
section on Page 3 to learn how to access these
prayer meetings.
Polly Brown’s Wednesday morning prayer group
continues via speaker phone from 10:30-11:30 AM.
If anyone is interested in joining them, please call
Polly at 413-218-7473 or email her at
randpbrown@gmail.com.
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We are using Zoom for our on-line meetings.
- 1st & 3rd Saturday mornings for community
prayer
- Wednesday evenings for Community Group
See more details elsewhere in the Highlights for
each of these “meetings.”
Each time we “meet,” you will receive a specific
email invitation. The email provides your link to
join the meetings via video feed -- if you have a
webcam on your computer, tablet, or phone -- or
there will be a call-in number for you to join for
audio only.

PLEASE NOTE: Zoom meetings can be
used by any group that wants to meet using
“facetime” while we are not able to meet in
person. If you need help figuring out how
to do this, please email the office.

Once again, Ridgeland Community Church
BUILDING is officially closed except for a few
specific meetings. If you have a need to enter
the building, please coordinate this with the
elders or trustees BEFOREHAND.
This does NOT mean the Ridgeland CHURCH
COMMUNITY is closed. See other places in the
Highlights for ways to participate in activities
on-line, and you can continue to reach out to
others by phone or note so that no one will feel
alone.
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Dear RCC Family:

We pray that everyone is doing well and growing in the Lord. We wanted to let you know that, due to the increased
number of COVID-19 cases in the County and the new, more contagious COVID strain, we will not be resuming inperson services at RCC this month. We will evaluate the situation again in early February. Our hope is to resume inperson services for the first Sunday of Lent (February 21), but many variables still remain to be seen. We do not want to
resume in-person services only to have to shut down again soon after.
So at least until February 21st, we will continue to hold our services remotely. After we resume in-person services, we
will continue to live-stream the service and provide a video of it on our website at least until the pandemic is over.
Please join us each Sunday morning either on YouTube or from the RCC website. Everyone is invited to participate in
the Wednesday evening Community Group which resumes this Wednesday (Zoom invites are sent out weekly). Also,
the small groups and small Bible studies previously meeting at the church may resume meeting in the church building if
they so choose, following all of the protocols that have been in place (everyone wear masks, practices social distancing,
disinfects surfaces, etc.).
Finally, please reach out to one another via phone, text, email or otherwise and continue in community. Challenging
times remain, but our God's Love, Grace, Peace and Wonder shine all the more in such times.
Our thanks to Jeremy, Andrea, Marilee, Ron, Kristen and so many others who make the services possible, take care of
RCC needs, and keep us all informed and connected.
In Christ,
Al, Jeff and Nathan
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Wednesday On-Line Community Group is meeting again from 7 to 8 PM.

G

The schedule for the next few months is:
Jan 20 - Feb 10 - Whisper: RightNow Media series about hearing the voice of God. Nathan will be
sending out a link to the short video sometime before the meeting so that you may watch it
ahead of time. If you don’t receive it and would like to, please contact the office as noted below.
Feb 17 - March 31 - Lenten Series
After Easter - Discussion of the book Seeing the Unseen: Learning to See with the Eyes of Our
Hearts, by Bob Stoddard. (If you would like to be reading this book ahead of time, you may order
it through Amazon.)
A weekly invitation goes out to join this Zoom meeting. If you are not receiving an invitation but
would like to take part, please contact office@ridgelandchurch.org

Our 4th grader celebrated his birthday on crutches, so he
couldn’t carry the cupcakes into school without help. I asked our
6th grader, Noah, to help his brother carry them in.
“I could,” he said, “but I’d prefer not to.”
Spotting a teaching moment, my husband asked Noah, “What
would Jesus do?”
Noah answered, “Jesus would heal him so he could carry in his
own cupcakes.” - Rachel Nichols, Richmond, Missouri
Copied from “Life in these United States” in the June
2020 issue of the Reader’s Digest.
(Yah, sometimes I feel like Jesus could have found a better way to solve problems that wouldn’t involve
bothering me. I think maybe I need an attitude adjustment! How about you? Marilee)
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happened to you.

I’m STILL patiently
waiting for you to
do this!

Something funny that

It looks like we aren’t going to be able to meet in
person again for a while. Are you missing being able
to share with people? I am! Please help us stay in
touch. Submit something about you or your family –
see ideas above – or tell us about a new hobby, or a
project you’re working on, or….whatever you think
might be interesting. LET’S COMMUNICATE!

Email items to: Auntiem211@gmail.com

Ladies’ Bible Study
meets on Mondays
from
9:30 – 11:15 AM
at church and on-line.

Please contact Gail Kelly with
any questions.
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We are updating our…

for members and regular attenders.
(This includes on-line attenders.)
Especially at this time of not being in “live” contact with one
another due to COVID, some have expressed a desire to know
the phone numbers and addresses of people not in the
directory in order to stay in touch. Please consider adding your
information.
PLEASE NOTE: Our on-line directory is password protected
so that it is only available to those who are in it. Once you sign
up, you will be given directions to access it.

❖ If you are currently in our on-line directory and none of
your information has changed, you do not need to respond.

Please continue to keep the Pastoral
Search Committee in prayer.
If you have any questions or concerns
that you would like to share with the
committee, please direct them to:
search@ridgelandchurch.org

❖ If you are currently in the directory but any of your information has changed, please contact us as noted below so we
can make the update. Because we are now on-line, changes
can be made at anytime during the year by notifying us.
❖ If you are not in the on-line directory or are not sure if you
are, please contact us at directory@ridgelandchurch.org and
we will send you a form to fill out. We look forward to
including you as part of our RCC family!
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Monthly Alumni Check-In:
Samantha (Jemiolo) Renshaw

Kevin, Samantha, and Glory

One of the neatest aspects of Young Life is that it impacts kids to become Christian adults
who make a wonderful contribution to society. Some kids who go through Young Life go
into full-time ministry, but many become Christian adults who share God's love to the
people around them—no matter their field. God has changed their lives and they can't
help but serve him in both Christian and secular forums. We thought we would encourage
you this year by highlighting one alumnus each month in our weekly update. We hope
you see the lasting impact of your support for Young Life through these stories!
As a student, my time with Buffalo South Young Life included years of WyldLife during
the most awkward of life seasons, an introduction to Young Life with a leader who picked
me up for a very well-timed Target date right after I received some hard family news,
about 7 camp trips, endless weekend trips, and half a million club nights, campaigner a
mornings, and sleepovers. My leaders taught me about Jesus at club and campaigners, but I learned his character because I
watched them live out loud, love hard, and show up consistently. When I became a leader, the mentorship never stoppedcommittee members and staff prayed over me, mentored me, called me to live out relational ministry- just like Jesus
did. I’ll never be the same because of the way the entire community of BSYL stepped into the life of a weirdo middle
school kid, punky high school teen, loud college student, and insecure young professional and gave me the real-life Jesus –
authentic, powerful, and so very good.
Now, you can catch me living in North Carolina with my brand spankin’ new husband (surely, thanks to the prayers of
some of those faithful humans above who waded through hard seasons of singleness and dating alongside me!) and our waytoo-big dog, Glory. We named her that because glory’s kinda our thing around here. To live FHG (for His glory). These
days, you can catch us living FHG as a nurse on a pediatric unit, navigating the weird world of COVID patients and work
from home husband-ing, leading women’s ministry, and loving our local church. We are so so thankful for the way BSYL
stepped in and changed the trajectory of my life for one aimed at the next thing, to one focused only + fully on bringing
the most glory to God in every season and space.
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January 1, 2021
Happy New Year
1 Corinthians 4:2
“Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” [NIV]
“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” [ESV]
“In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.” [NASB]
Dear Partners in the ministry,
As we look forward in this new year, we are challenged to be faithful (and trustworthy) in each area that God places us.
The year 2020 was difficult in so many ways as we learned new ways of ministering. To tell you the truth we don’t expect
2021 to be any easier, except for the fact that we have learned new techniques. We will still need to teach courses online
until the government begins to allow classes on campus. The upside of that is that we will probably be teaching people that
are living in other parts of Guatemala and even in other countries. It also means that some of the classes will be taught in
the evening.
This year will be a big challenge for the Seminary’s new President and Academic Dean. Please pray that they will have
wisdom in the many decisions that will need to be made to take SETECA through 2021. Pray for those who are financial
donors that God would supply their needs and SETECA can continue serving the churches in Latin America and around
the world. Our department will also have a new director. Pray for a good transition and that he would have wisdom in
leading our office.
The pandemic meant that the puppet ministry could no longer do live presentations. Diana continued working with her
puppeteers through online technology. We don’t expect to have any live shows for a long time to come. We were able to
supply puppets (many of which were custom made to order) for those who wanted to make puppet videos. We hope we
can continue that aspect of the puppet ministry this year too. More and more people are finding how effective puppets can
be in teaching truths to children.

…Continued on following page
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Continued from previous page …
We are thankful for the time we could spend with family over the holidays. Originally we were not expecting to travel due
to so many restrictions. Since Guatemala requires a negative Covid-19 test to enter Guatemala, and that it must be done in
a certain time frame, we passed some nervous (anxious) days wondering if the test would come back in time and be
“negative”. God was gracious to us; we got the test results in time, and were able to fly back to Guatemala on December
30th. Activities officially start up again at SETECA on January 4th.
Please pray for SETECA’s extension book ministry: “Estudios CLASE”. Due to the fact that churches were not meeting
together to study, there was a large drop in book sales. Although the financial aspect is very important to SETECA, we are
also sad that good theological studies were not getting into the hands of church members. Pray that this ministry will be a
blessing to many people this year.
Continue to pray for our kids and grandkids that they would be spared the contamination and have a great 2021.
Once again we ask that you would pray for our support level with TEAM. This is our last full year of ministry in
Guatemala. We look forward to how we might be able to continue helping out SETECA and Estudios CLASE upon our
return to the USA. With more and more online elements, it won’t matter where we are to continue to serve. Thank you
for caring and praying,
David and Diana
Note: Financial gifts should
be sent to:
David and Diana Stoddard
stoddard.d@gmail.com
VoIP Tel: (540) 650-4501

TEAM
PO Box 1683

Carol Stream, IL 60132-1683
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