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UPDATED MASKING POLICY
AS OF 12/13/21

In light of the State's unequivocal recent statement, we have two choices: we can institute a policy that turns away at the door
anyone who cannot prove they are fully vaccinated, or we can require everyone, vaccinated or not, to wear masks while inside
the building. After discussion and prayer, we do not believe that turning away people is appropriate for our church.
Accordingly, we are revising RCC's policy as follows:
- Everyone over the age of two must wear a mask while inside the building if there are other people present in the building.
- Per the New York State mandate, those who, for medical reasons, cannot wear a mask do not have to wear a mask in the
RCC building but they must maintain social distancing.
- As we did last winter, we ask that people refrain from hugging and shaking hands.
- The governor's mandate does allow eating/drinking indoors when precautions like these are taken.
- Worship leaders, musicians, and those doing announcements, Scripture reading, and preaching are not required to wear
masks while they are on the Chancel, but they should maintain social distance while there.
Friends, let us continue to trust and worship our Lord and show love, patience and grace to one another throughout the
frustrations caused by this pandemic--by doing so, we preach the gospel in ways that nonbelievers can hear.
Blessings
Al, Nathan, and Fritz

NOTE: This is an abbreviated version of the new policy sent out by email. If you did not get a copy of the full
announcement and would like one, please contact the office at office@ridgelandchurch.org
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Women’s Bible Study
meets on Monday mornings
from 9:30 – 11:15.
All women are welcome to attend.

WEDNESDAY

will NOT meet this week due to COVID. The
current plan is to meet again on February 2 nd.

Finances
God’s
Way

I, Pastor Fritz, am going to make a claim that sounds like
a gimmick but is 100% biblical. Here's the claim:
If you handle money according to biblical principles,
you'll have MORE of 4 things:
~ more wealth
~ more financial security
~ more wealth to give away
~ more enjoyment of your wealth

Intrigued? You should be! God is a God of abundance who delights in blessing His people.
Come on Sundays excited to grow…and invite someone who needs to hear this .
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Greetings from your new Worship Leader

I am really excited to be stepping into the role of worship leader for this season. I sense our church has a heart for worship
and it shines through in the way people are willing to pray, sing, and share their hearts during service.
I look to Colossians 3:23-24 (ESV) when it comes to establishing an approach to worship leadership: Whatever you do, work

heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You
are serving the Lord Christ.”
It is an honor, a privilege, and also a responsibility to lead worship. We are called to bring our best efforts forward and pray
that God himself will bless those efforts and magnify them, as only He can. And what a joy it is when the Spirit lifts us up
before the throne of the Most High!

In pursuing a theme of excellence in worship leadership;
1)
2)

All worship team members must meet basic standard of Christian discipleship.
There will be an audition for those who wish to be on the worship team.

At this time, for vocalists, this will involve being able to demonstrate that they can sing on key (by themselves and with a
keyboard), be able to sing and carry a lead melody and be able to harmonize with other vocalists (at least in thirds). Because
we are a small team, it is vital that each member be able to have those skills and “hold their own.”
Instrumentalists must be able to keep a steady rhythm, to keep pace with other musicians and the pace of the songs, and to
have general facility in terms of playing melodies and chords required for praise music. Again, the purpose of this process is
not to make the worship team exclusive but to set a minimum standard of what gifts are required to be on the music
leadership team.

If you are interested in auditioning for the team, please let me know at nlongabaugh@ridgelandchurch.org and we can set up
a time. I look forward to working with you, worshipping with you, and seeing what the Lord will do in our midst at
Ridgeland.
In Christ,
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RVA Online: Back At It Again

Students were supposed to be arriving on January 5th to begin in-person learning. However, with the rise in Omicron cases and
all of the challenges that come along with that i.e., high positivity rates, numerous cancelled flights and other travel
complications, RVA has decided to delay the arrival of the majority of students until the end of January.
That means we are online again until things settle down. So far so good and one big difference this time around is that there
are more kids on campus for Anika, Titus and Elise to socialize with.

We all long for things to return to “normal” but we also strive to “rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).
One More Official Teen
Titus’ birthday fell on the
first day of school back
from break, that
happened to be online,
which meant he could
sleep in a little.
Celebrating COVID
birthdays can look and
feel a little different, but
he still had a wonderful
day and a great attitude.
We love seeing the godly
man he is growing into.

Please Pray
•Pray for good health and smooth travels for the all the students
traveling to RVA at the end of January.
•Pray for RVA leadership as they lead the school through
uncertain times and new territory.
•Pray for all the RVA staff to remain spiritually, mentally,
emotionally, and physically healthy as they/we navigate
daily changes and challenges.
•Pray for Amy as she starts her last class from Liberty University.
To see their full newsletter, click below:
Wells' African Journey (mailchi.mp)
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Pastor Fritz
A Virus in the Spirit

(the pandemic’s other spiritual weapon: sloth)
My therapist wife tells me how the pandemic has challenged the mental
health of her clients. Her waiting list has lengthened as depression, drug abuse,
and other ills have mounted. But I'm seeing another force emanating from the pandemic at
work in individuals and churches, and it needs a name. We could call it spiritual inertia, but let’s
use the traditional name: sloth.
It's surprising how few people take sloth seriously. Probably because it's so cozy. Reinhold Messner, one of the world's
greatest mountain climbers, has an interesting metaphor about that. He describes how in a high climb one of the great
dangers is hypoxia – not getting enough oxygen due to the thin atmosphere. The symptoms of hypoxia are hard to notice.
Mountain climbers expect the shortness of breath they experience, but what they typically don't expect or even notice is
how their wills become listless. They slowly stop caring. Amid their light-headedness they become hard to arouse and
vacant even when their lives are in danger. "Death by hypoxia," writes Messner, "is a pleasant one."
That's what's happening to some of us during this pandemic. Staying home from worship or bible study is a pleasant death.
Yes, sometimes staying home is a wise precaution against contracting the virus. But let's be honest; some of us stay home
because it's easier. Our spirits have sunken into the couch and muscling ourselves out isn't something we've got the oomph
for. "And after all," sloth whispers, "what's it matter if I don't go?" That's a virus in our spirit.
:

For the rest of the blog, go to
https://www.ridgelandchurch.org/blog
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Weekly Update:
WyldLife Sledding Event

On January 8th, we held an all-area WyldLife (middle school) sledding event at Chestnut Ridge. Many
kids came and some even brought their families! Our desire is to share the love of Jesus with kids and
sometimes that comes in the form of providing good, clean fun. We love when we have the opportunity to
spend time doing FUN activities with kids. Kids deserve the chance to be kids in a safe environment
where adults build them up and spur them on toward Jesus.

Prayer Requests:
•Please pray for us as we continue to seek opportunities to hang out with kids.
•Pray for our El Salvador team as they prepare for their trip next month.
•Pray that God would continue to use Young Life to reach kids here in the Southtowns.
•Pray as we begin to plan our Golf Tournament fundraiser.
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