HIGHLIGHTS for
February 14, 2022
Page 2 - NEW Updated Masking Policy!

Best
Valentine’s
Day
Present
Ever –
NOT!!

Page 3 - Birthdays/Anniversaries
- Wednesday Community Group

- Message Series
Page 4 - How Taking Root Works
Page 5 - Blog by…
Page 6 - Young Life Buffalo South
Items in this color are new or include new
information this week.

ONE

LOVE

HAVE

ANOTHER
AS I

LOVED YOU!

UPDATED MASKING POLICY
AS OF 2/12/22
Greetings RCC: In light of Governor Hochul recently lifting the mask mandate, we are revising our mask-wearing
policy. Starting this Sunday, February 13, 2022, we will NOT require that masks be worn inside the building EXCEPT we
ask that those who minister to our children continue to wear masks while in the classroom. We leave the decision
about children wearing masks to the parents, and we note that the New York State Health Department continues to
require that children between the ages of 2 and 5 wear masks.
The latest guidance from New York State and the CDC recommends that people, whether or not vaccinated, wear
masks in public indoor settings as an added layer of protection. This guidance also notes that unvaccinated people
are responsible for wearing masks.
We will not be checking vaccination and/or booster status and trust that everyone will, out of love and consideration
for those around them, take the State and CDC guidance into account in their decisions with regard to masks and also
will continue to follow good COVID-related practices including social distancing. Please respect others who may have a
different opinion than you.
We hope to see everyone this Sunday. For those who are not able to attend, our worship services will continue to be
shown online via our website and YouTube, and videos and audio recordings of the services are also available on our
website.
May the Lord bless and encourage you in all things.
The Board of Elders
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WEDNESDAY

Pastor Fritz is leading a 4-part series called
Praying the Psalms. This week will be
“Praying Our Pain," and the final week will
be "Praying Our Praise."
Dinner will NOT be served, so note the
start time of 6:30 pm.

Finances
God’s
Way

I, Pastor Fritz, am going to make a claim that sounds like
a gimmick but is 100% biblical. Here's the claim:
If you handle money according to biblical principles,
you'll have MORE of 4 things:
~ more wealth
~ more financial security
~ more wealth to give away
~ more enjoyment of your wealth

Intrigued? You should be! God is a God of abundance who delights in blessing His people.
Come on Sundays excited to grow…and invite someone who needs to hear this .
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How Taking Root Works
Daily Study: Each day for 48 days we study and practice a spiritual discipline. These include discernment, prayer,
meditation, fasting, simplicity, Sabbath, and worship. You receive a workbook at your first group meeting which
includes teaching and a devotional guide for each day.
Small Groups: We meet weekly eight times for discussion and prayer. Groups are meeting at these times:
Women's Group: Monday 9:30 – 11:00 am
Floro's house: Tuesday 6:30 -8:00 pm
Longabaughs: Wed. 6:00 – 8:00 (at church with meal)
Zampellas:
Wed. 6:00 – 8:00 (at church with meal)
Mentoring: We meet with a trained mentor from our church three
times during the 48 days. The mentor’s role is to give us
personalized attention by simply listening to what we are
experiencing with God. We will be matched with a mentor, and our
mentor will contact us to set up our first meeting.
Special Events: Taking Root includes several special events including a media fast
during week 4 and a church party that same week.

Invite a Friend!
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Ron Heisey
Community During a Pandemic

“So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about
3,000 people were added to them. And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the prayers.

Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs were being performed through the apostles.
Now all the believers were together and held all things in common. They sold their possessions and property and distributed
the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need. Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple complex,
and broke bread from house to house.” Acts 2:41-46 (Holman Christian Standard Version)
“And let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and good works, not staying away from our worship
meetings, as some habitually do, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” Hebrews
10:24,25 (Holman Christian Standard Version)
The early church was remarkable for their commitment to fellowship and community. It appears to be one of the factors
which drove the growth of the first century church. They worshipped together, ate together, learned together, and grew
together. The writer of Hebrews thought it so important that he urged his audience to worship together faithfully and that,
if practiced, would lead to them encouraging each other.

For the rest of the blog, go to

https://www.ridgelandchurch.org/blog
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Interview with a Student:
Madi Ventre
An Interview with Frontier High School Senior Madi Ventre
Q: What is one thing Young Life has provided for you?
A: One thing Young Life has provided for me is community. I have
experienced an incredible amount of true joy when attending events,
Young Life camp, and spending time with my leaders. I have felt the
most welcomed, supported, and loved by my Young Life community
throughout all of the ups and downs of high school.
Q: How has God used Young Life to grow you?
A: Throughout my high school experience, God has really called me to
Madi Ventre [center] with friends at
be a leader among my peers. Through the example of my leaders, God
Fall Weekend at Lake Champion
has shown me the importance of patience and to love everyone the
the way He loves us. I have been able to see God move in ways I would have never seen without the connections I made
in Young Life.
Madi has chosen to respond to her calling to lead her friends closer to Jesus. For the past few years, she has been
intentional about inviting her friends to Young Life and organizing small group studies. She has been a pioneer in the
budding ministry of Young Life at Frontier High School. Currently, Frontier students attend Hamburg Young Life events,
but we hope to recruit enough volunteer leaders to assign some to Frontier in the future

Lord,
Thank you for the ministry of Young Life. Thank you for changing the hearts of so many kids and calling them to lead their
peers closer to you! We pray for a special blessing over our volunteer leaders and thank you for the way they serve so
selflessly. We praise you for using Young Life to impact our community! Amen!
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