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Ronan Pizarro- March 4th
Donna Frantangelo- March 10th
Joshua Zampella- March 11th

Zbigniew and Denise
Scislowski- March 8th

Finances
God’s
Way

I, Pastor Fritz, am going to make a claim that sounds like
a gimmick but is 100% biblical. Here's the claim:
If you handle money according to biblical principles,
you'll have MORE of 4 things:
~ more wealth
~ more financial security
~ more wealth to give away
~ more enjoyment of your wealth

Intrigued? You should be! God is a God of abundance who delights in blessing His people.
Come on Sundays excited to grow…and invite someone who needs to hear this .

2

Page 3

WEDNESDAY

Wednesday night at the church
now features two small groups!
Both will be working through the
https://www.icloud.com/photos/#0773bO-p8i7dhZCF4bPN6scew
Taking Root series. Dinner is
served at 6pm, then join either
the Longabaugh's or the
You can also attend a Taking Root
Zampella's at 6:30 as we all
experience at:
embark on this year's Scaling the
9:30am on Monday in the RCC
Summit adventure!

WCG link

Multi-purpose room (Women's
group)
6:30pm on Tuesday at the Floro
home
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Taking Root
Dear Church Family,
Developing a thriving spiritual life
doesn’t just one day happen. I spent
much of my 20’s muddling through that
process. I wouldn’t trade that struggle
for anything because it has brought so
much joy and power to my walk with
Christ; but I do believe my growth
would have been swifter if I’d had wise
guidance.
This Lent we’re offering a course I’ve
used several times before called Taking
Root—a 48-day course in daily practices
that help us thrive spiritually. The
practices we study include discernment,
prayer, mediation, fasting, simplicity,
Sabbath, and worship. But Taking Root
isn’t a study about Christ; it’s an
immersion in Christ. We’re asking every
member to participate. Would you
consider being part of it?
There are 5 components to Taking Root:
daily study and prayer
weekly small group discussion
three meetings with a mentor
related Sunday services
special events like an all-church party

Now Under Way!
Have You signed up??
The mentoring component may be new
to you. The mentor is a trained member
of our church whose role is simply to
listen and encourage us. I’ve found that
personalized attention helps us see how
God is moving in our lives. Meetings
usually last 45-60 minutes.

We launch the course on Sunday,
February 27th. You’ll get your workbook
that day and the first meeting of your
small group will be that week. We’ll
have groups meeting at different times
of the week including Monday mornings
(the Women’s Bible Study) and
Wednesday evenings (which we hope will
include dinner). Our first meeting with
our mentors can be either the week
before or the week after the 27 th.

Whenever we go after spiritual growth,
we should anticipate resistance from our
flesh. One form that resistance can take
sounds like this:
“I’m tired; I need rest,
not more work.”
But those inner objections easily melt
away, leaving you more energetic and
more free.
I’m asking you to trust that God will
reward the spiritual work you put into
Taking Root. One of the things I know
down to my toes is that Jesus loves you
and is eager to meet with you. This may
sound corny, but can you feel Him
reaching out for you right now?

Sign-up sheets are in the foyer. There
are several options for the small group
part of this adventure. Consider inviting
a friend from outside the church to join
in.
In His Grace,
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Pastor Fritz

Need Some Convincing to Participate
in
"Scaling the Summit" this Lent?
Pastor Fritz
If you're feeling a little push-back about doing Taking Root this
Lent, it might help to know that's normal. I realize that getting
100% participation just because your leaders ask for it is kind
of… un-American.
Having run Taking Root several times before, I've learned
to appreciate that many of us go through three stages before we
get excited about something that requires effort:
Stage 1: Permission. "Sure, It's a good idea." (for those
other people)
Stage 2: Acceptance. "Oh you mean me? (thud). Well, uh,
OK." (Grrrr).
Stage 3: Enthusiasm. "Hmm. This actually looks good."
When it comes to growth, mixed feelings are normal. The test
isn't whether you have mixed feelings (remember Moses at the
burning bush?) but what you do with them. So let me answer a
few honest questions about why you should sign on to this thing.
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Blog, continued...

Because you're fighting for your life
Something that scares the heck out of me as a pastor is what Jesus says in Matthew 7:13:
Wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
I've seen so many church-attenders lose their hope and their fire because life gradually wore
them down. Illness… disappointment… self-pity… guilt… betrayal… depression… they're
real enemies. They can turn you from God. Happens every day.
Conversely, I've seen others who go from strength to strength and glory to glory. They take
the hits but get back up shouting a battle cry. They expect to have to fight for their lives.
They also realize something key: their best life is still ahead, so they strain forward with all the
energy Christ so powerfully inspires in me (Col. 1:29).
Because you need Christian community
And it doesn't happen just by coming to Sunday service. We must do life together and
risk being a little open about our triumphs and challenges. I mean, wouldn't you rather
belong to a community where people were so excited about being together the actually ran
into the church building? That actually happens.
Do I have to have a mentor?
No. If it feels too awkward or imposed, then no. But it can also feel good to have the
chance to share with an appreciative listener what God is doing in your soul. Besides, it's only
three short meetings, and to a large degree you set the agenda.
I'm busy, (or) I'm not free when the groups are meeting.
I know there are seasons when that's valid. You can still do the workbook on your own.
But there are also times when "busy" is just an excuse. It's up to you to decide that, but
remember it's God you're dealing with – and he's hard to fool. It might be that "busy" means
"I feel unsure of myself in groups" or "I'm not doing well with God right now" or something
equally challenging. But there are ways through these things. Talk to me.
I'm in a really good series on Netflix and can't tear myself away.
(Sigh). I've already addressed that above under "fighting for your life". No one can
choose life for you – that's you're job.
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