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LOVED YOU!

Donna Frantangelo- March 10th
Joshua Zampella- March 11th
Sue Zampella- March 18th

Zbigniew and Denise
Scislowski- March 8th

Finances
God’s
Way

I, Pastor Fritz, am going to make a claim that sounds like
a gimmick but is 100% biblical. Here's the claim:
If you handle money according to biblical principles,
you'll have MORE of 4 things:
~ more wealth
~ more financial security
~ more wealth to give away
~ more enjoyment of your wealth

Intrigued? You should be! God is a God of abundance who delights in blessing His people.
Come on Sundays excited to grow…and invite someone who needs to hear this .
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WEDNESDAY

Wednesday night at the church
now features two small groups!
Both will be working through the
https://www.icloud.com/photos/#0773bO-p8i7dhZCF4bPN6scew
Taking Root series. Dinner is
served at 6pm, then join either
the Longabaugh's or the
You can also attend a Taking Root
Zampella's at 6:30 as we all
experience at:
embark on this year's Scaling the
9:30am on Monday in the RCC
Summit adventure!

WCG link

Multi-purpose room (Women's
group)
6:30pm on Tuesday at the Floro
home
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Taking Root
Dear Church Family,
Developing a thriving spiritual life
doesn’t just one day happen. I spent
much of my 20’s muddling through that
process. I wouldn’t trade that struggle
for anything because it has brought so
much joy and power to my walk with
Christ; but I do believe my growth
would have been swifter if I’d had wise
guidance.
This Lent we’re offering a course I’ve
used several times before called Taking
Root—a 48-day course in daily practices
that help us thrive spiritually. The
practices we study include discernment,
prayer, mediation, fasting, simplicity,
Sabbath, and worship. But Taking Root
isn’t a study about Christ; it’s an
immersion in Christ. We’re asking every
member to participate. Would you
consider being part of it?
There are 5 components to Taking Root:
daily study and prayer
weekly small group discussion
three meetings with a mentor
related Sunday services
special events like an all-church party

Now Under Way!
Have You signed up??
The mentoring component may be new
to you. The mentor is a trained member
of our church whose role is simply to
listen and encourage us. I’ve found that
personalized attention helps us see how
God is moving in our lives. Meetings
usually last 45-60 minutes.

We launch the course on Sunday,
February 27th. You’ll get your workbook
that day and the first meeting of your
small group will be that week. We’ll
have groups meeting at different times
of the week including Monday mornings
(the Women’s Bible Study) and
Wednesday evenings (which we hope will
include dinner). Our first meeting with
our mentors can be either the week
before or the week after the 27 th.

Whenever we go after spiritual growth,
we should anticipate resistance from our
flesh. One form that resistance can take
sounds like this:
“I’m tired; I need rest,
not more work.”
But those inner objections easily melt
away, leaving you more energetic and
more free.
I’m asking you to trust that God will
reward the spiritual work you put into
Taking Root. One of the things I know
down to my toes is that Jesus loves you
and is eager to meet with you. This may
sound corny, but can you feel Him
reaching out for you right now?

Sign-up sheets are in the foyer. There
are several options for the small group
part of this adventure. Consider inviting
a friend from outside the church to join
in.
In His Grace,
Pastor Fritz
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The magic of:
"I get to..."
Ron Heisey

My bride and I just celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary. We are blessed with four grown
children, seven grandchildren. God has blessed me in so many ways, I am sometimes overwhelmed. I
am often asked what the secret is to a lasting, ever-strengthening marriage. We were 19 when we
married, had no money, and no clue what lay in store. Statistically we had no chance, but here we
are 50 years later. I’m no expert on the matter, I can share a few observations:
Most important, of course, is to have a relationship with Christ as the focal point in your
relationship. I have learned that to the degree that Cindy and I are each nurturing our Christian
walk, our relationship with each other naturally runs smoother. We take any issues to God in
prayer, and look to the Bible for sound counsel. We agree on priorities, care more for each other,
jointly make wiser decisions, and tend to argue less and forgive more freely. It is at these times also
that other couples notice and model our example. I believe our priorities should be our relationship
with Christ, to our wives, to our children, and to our church family, in that order.
There is magic in “I get to…”. Over the years I have learned to cherish my wife more and more. One
of the byproducts of this has been a fundamental mindset change. Earlier in our marriage I did a lot
of things for my wife, but often resented doing so. I either wanted to be doing something else, or
acted solely for the recognition. If the recognition didn’t come, my resentment only grew. With time
and increasing maturity, a shift began to occur. Instead of feeling that I had to (make her coffee in
the morning, clean up the kitchen, cook her favorite breakfast, go shopping with her, etc.), it began
to occur to me that I get to do those things. They were daily expressions of the love and devotion that
I feel toward her, and I was privileged to express my love in those ways. Not only did I experience
more joy in this area, but my wife somehow sensed that I was truly acting out of love, and responded
accordingly. Try cultivating the “I get to” mindset.
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Blog, continued...

Be committed to the institution. One out of every two marriages today ends in divorce.
Seems like couples decide they will try this marriage thing, and see if it works out. With
divorce as their contingency plan, there is little incentive to work through the inevitable
struggles and issues that every marriage faces from time to time. Committed couples take the
divorce option off the table. Having done so, they commit to finding a solution to each
problem that may arise; over years of applying this principle, they find that the number and
severity of marital issues declines. Cindy and I are closer and more happily married now than
at any time in our marriage. Commit to the sacred institution of marriage.
Carve out
time. For the past twenty-five years Friday night has been our date night. We do everything in
our power to keep that appointment, and accordingly look forward to it each week. Even if it’s
a casual dinner out followed by a movie, it’s our way of making sure that we have at least one
special appointment each week. If you don’t have one, I strongly urge you to get started! And
let her pick the restaurant and the movie more than half the time…. I pray that each of you
can cultivate and enjoy a wonderful, enduring marriage.

