


JESUS: THE SHEPHERD OF LOVE



EXAMPLES OF GOD AS SHEPHERD AND HIS PEOPLE AS SHEEP

PSALMS 23, 28 AND 80

ISAIAH 40:10-11

JEREMIAH 31: 10          

EZEKIEL 34: 1-25

ZECHARIAH 9:16



And there were shepherds living out in the 
fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people.  
Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger.”

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace to those on whom his  
favor rests.”

Luke 2:8-14 (NIV)



For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten  
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved.  

John 3:16-17 (New King James Version) (emphasis added)



HESED: Hebrew word meaning “love” (in many deep 

and nuanced aspects) and used throughout the old 

testament in relation to God.  (e.g., Psalm 31:7 [NIV])

AGAPĒ: Greek word meaning “love” and used in the 

new testament in relation to God (who is Agapē).  

(e.g., 1 John 4:8 & 16 [NIV])



8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins…

16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is 
love…

1 John 4: 8-10 & 16 (NIV) (emphasis added)



[Jesus] shared in [our] humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him 
who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but 
Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in 
every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service 
to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being 
tempted.  Hebrews 2:14-18 (NIV)

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Hebrews 4:14-15 (NIV)



See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power,

and he rules with a mighty arm.

See, his reward is with him,

and his recompense accompanies him.

He tends his flock like a shepherd:

He gathers the lambs in his arms

and carries them close to his heart;

he gently leads those that have young.

Isaiah 40: 10-11 (NIV)



“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! 
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”    

John 1:29 (New Revised Standard Version)

They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not 
strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne 
will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”       

Revelation 7:16-17 (NRSV)


