
CALL TO WORSHIP

Jesus said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 

me. My father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you 

that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am.”                                                                JOHN 14:1-3 (NIV)

And as Paul wrote to the church at Corinth: 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 

from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands… we are 

therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal (of 

reconciliation) through us.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:1 & 20a (NIV)
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17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of 

all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, 

never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 

‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ 20 No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed 

them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap 

burning coals on their heads.’ 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 

Romans 12:9-21 (New Revised Standard Version)

8 Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, 

and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, 

repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you might inherit a 

blessing.

1 Peter 3:8-9 (NRSV)



18 Ah, you who drag iniquity along with cords 
of falsehood,

who drag sin along as with cart ropes…
20 Ah, you who call evil good

and good evil,
who put darkness for light

and light for darkness,
who put bitter for sweet

and sweet for bitter!  
Isaiah 5: 18 & 20 (NRSV) 



Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen and destined by God the Father and 
sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with 
his blood:

May grace and peace be yours in abundance.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power 
of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In 
this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various 
trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not 
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe 
in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are 
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter 1:1-12 (NRSV) (emphasis added)



10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 
prophesied of the grace that was to be yours made 
careful search and inquiry, 11 inquiring about the 
person or time that the Spirit of Christ within them 
indicated when it testified in advance to the sufferings 
destined for Christ and the subsequent glory. 12 It was 
revealed to them that they were serving not 
themselves but you, in regard to the things that have 
now been announced to you through those who 
brought you good news by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven—things into which angels long to look!



Peter is encouraging his readers, including us, to:

• Stand fast in our faith and in the grace of God 
throughout times of difficulty and persecution 

(1 Peter 5:12; 4:12-19);

• Obey God in leading personal holy lives 
(1 Peter 1:13-21); and

• Live in loving community with one another as witnesses 
of faith, love and obedience to an unholy world 

(1 Peter 2:11-18; 4:1-2).



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 

great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into 

an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 

kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power 

of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.  

1 Peter 1:1-5



Anyone who belongs to Christ is a 
new person. The past is forgotten, 
and everything is new.

And all of us, with unveiled faces, 
seeing the glory of the Lord as 
though reflected in a mirror, are 
being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to 
another; for this comes from the 
Lord, the Spirit.                 

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV)

2 Corinthians 5:17 
(Contemporary English Version)



In light of the coming return of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: “Hope is not a melancholy 

fantasy which makes one’s torture only greater, but it 

is life itself…Without our doing anything this 

wonderful happening [the return of Jesus] draws 

near, in the time of God, in the future of God, in God’s 

coming on the earth.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “On Being 
People Waiting For The Lord”


