
CALL TO WORSHIP

All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 
the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne 
and worshiped God, saying:

“Amen!
Praise and glory
and wisdom and thanks and honor
and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever.
Amen!”

Revelation 7:11-12 New International Version (NIV)



WHY DO WE GO THROUGH TRIALS?



Peter is encouraging his readers, including us, to:

• Stand fast in our faith and in the grace of God throughout 

times of difficulty and persecution (1 Peter 5:12; 4:12-19);

• Obey God in leading personal holy lives (1 Peter 1:13-21); and

• Live in loving community with one another as witnesses of 

faith, love and obedience to an unholy world (1 Peter 2:11-18; 

4:1-2).



Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 

can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for 

you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of 

the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you 

greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer

grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that 

the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater 

worth than gold, which perishes even though 

refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and 

honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

1 Peter 1:3-7 (NIV) 



My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you know 
that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and 
let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be 
mature and complete, lacking in nothing.

James 1: 2-4 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)



“How would you ever learn to trust God if you never experienced a 

situation where only He could help you? This is why adversity is a 

bridge to a deeper relationship with the Lord. He allows your faith 

to be refined by fire—just as gold is—so that every impurity, 

doubt, anxiety, and frustration bubbles to the surface. Then, when 

He answers your desperate prayers, all of those hindrances to your 

trust in Him are removed, leaving only purified confidence in His 

holy ways.”        
Charles Stanley, “NASB Charles F. Stanley  

Life Principles Bible Notes”   



Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do 

so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so 

with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all 

things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power 

forever and ever. Amen. 
1 Peter 4:10-11 (NRSV)



Westminster Catechism 

as first published in 1647, London, England



Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For 

what children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not 

disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not 

legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had 

human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How 

much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! They 

disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines 

us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No 

discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 

produces a harvest of righteousness
…but God 
disciplines us 
for our good, 
in order that 
we may share 
in his 
holiness.

and peace for those who have been 
trained by it.                           

Hebrews 12:7-11 (NIV)


