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RIDGELAND COMMUNITY CHURCH (“RCC”) 
 

RCC is located at 260 Beckwith Road, West Henrietta, NY 14586.  Although for 
postal service purposes, RCC’s address is “West Henrietta,” RCC is situated in the 
Town of Henrietta (a suburb of the City of Rochester). 

RCC is a small, nondenominational evangelical church.  Our pastor and his family 
moved out of state in early July 2020 and we are seeking a new pastor. 

The government of RCC is vested in the Membership.  The spiritual leadership of 
RCC is the primary responsibility of the Board of Elders and the Pastor.  The 
primary responsibility for the finances and physical property of RCC lies with the 
Board of Trustees.  Other committees implement the various ministries of RCC.  
Fuller descriptions of these ministries, as well as the Statement of Faith, Vision and 
information regarding other aspects of RCC are included in this Profile and 
documents posted to this website.  Also included in this Profile is information 
regarding the community of Henrietta, New York and a statement of the 
qualifications we seek in a pastor. 
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RCC’S STATEMENT OF FAITH 

We believe that the Bible is God’s Word, that it is without error in the original 
manuscripts, that it was written by men divinely and uniquely inspired, that it is 
absolutely trustworthy and has supreme authority in all matters of faith and 
conduct. 

We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

We believe in God the Father, that He is perfect in holiness, infinite in wisdom and 
measureless in power. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, who was conceived of the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, lived a sinless life, and died on the cross as a 
sacrifice for the sins of the world. We believe in Jesus’ bodily resurrection, His 
ascension into heaven, His high-priestly intercession for believers, and that, in the 
Father’s choice of time, Jesus will gather the saints and will personally, visibly 
return to the earth. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who came forth from God to convict the world of 
sin, and to reveal the true goodness and judgment of God, and to regenerate, 
sanctify, and comfort those who believe in Jesus Christ. 

We believe that all men by nature and by choice are sinners, but that “God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. We believe, therefore, that 
those who accept Christ as their Lord and Savior become children of God, and 
those who refuse to accept Christ as Lord and Savior will be forever separated 
from God. 

We believe in the church: a living, spiritual body of which Christ is the Head, and 
of which all regenerated people are members. We believe that a visible church is a 
company of believers in Jesus Christ, buried with Him in baptism and associated 
for worship, study, work, and fellowship. We believe that to these visible churches 
the Lord committed for observance “till He come,” the ordinances of baptism and 
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the Lord’s Supper, and the task of proclaiming to a lost world the message of Jesus 
Christ. 

We believe that baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of Christ’s death, to be observed 
regularly by believers. 

We believe that every human being is responsible to God in all matters of faith. 

We believe that each church is a part of, and has responsibility to the greater body 
of Christ. 

RCC’S VISION 

The Vision of Ridgeland Community Church is to be a healthy, thriving, mature 
church body comprised of healthy, thriving and maturing Christians. This means: 

• People from all countries, backgrounds and cultures worship and fellowship 
together as ONE body. 

• Our differences do not divide us but will strengthen us. 
• We function as a healthy family. 
• Each ministry team leads in their area of ministry while at the same time 

being thoroughly integrated into the rest of the family. 
• All of us clearly know our spiritual gifts and talents, and use them within the 

body with passion and joy. 
• We faithfully and sacrificially support the finances of the church. 
• We have a deep, intimate, passionate relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 
• The organizational structure of the church exists to keep ministries 

connected to each other and to allow them to flourish. 
• Our Sunday Morning Worship service consistently provides an environment 

in which we encounter God. 
• All of us (from infants to seniors) are part of a small group where true 

community can take place. 
• We see consistent fruit as we share the Gospel with those around us. 
• We are a true community church, that seeks to serve the community. 
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• We are a church family whose love for each other is so remarkable that 
everyone will know we are Christ’s disciples. 

TYPICAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
Due to the pandemic, worship services at Ridgeland Community Church currently 
consist of a hybrid of in-person attendance and live-streaming.  A video of the 
service is subsequently posted on our website at ridgelandchurch.org 

The typical Sunday worship service at RCC starts at 10:00 AM and ends between 
11:00 and 11:15 AM, although services sometimes go longer. 

Our order of service is not cast in stone and may vary based on the particular 
worship leader and/or preacher for that Sunday. Usually, however, the worship 
service begins with a welcome to all, including visitors, and weekly 
announcements.  Announcements are followed by a Call to Worship (either a 
Scripture reading or responsive reading) and an opening prayer.  Sometimes the 
worship service begins with an opening song, followed by the welcome, 
announcements, etc.    

After the opening prayer, the congregation is invited to stand for a time of musical 
worship which usually includes three to four songs or hymns.   Prior to the 
pandemic, we usually had a team of singers, accompanied by a guitar and/or other 
instruments, lead the musical portion of the worship service.  During the pandemic, 
the songs are often led by a single worship leader who is playing a guitar or by a 
team of two (social distanced), one of whom is playing the keyboard. Sometimes, 
recorded music by Christian artists is played and the congregation sings along.  
Words to all songs/hymns are projected on screens in the sanctuary. 

During the singing, some people raise their hands.  At times, the congregation may 
clap during songs or break into general clapping at the end of a song as an 
expression of thanksgiving and praise to God.  The outward expression of spiritual 
gifts (i.e., tongues, prophecy) during worship has not occurred in recent years.   

Prior to the pandemic, children (preschool through fifth grade) were usually 
dismissed to Sunday School classes during the musical portion of the Service 
(prior to the sermon).  During the pandemic, we follow this pattern when we have 
sufficient teachers and assistants for Sunday School.  Nursery care is provided for 
children under the age of three. 
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The time allotted for the sermon is roughly 30 to 45 minutes, the length varying 
based on the speaker, the topic and any other activities included in a particular 
week’s service.  Since the departure of our pastor at the end of June 2020, the 
Elders, others from within RCC, and guest speakers have filled the pulpit. 

Typically, on the conclusion of the sermon, the music team returns to lead a 
closing song.  An Elder typically provides a Benediction. 

Occasionally, appropriate special music, drama or readings are shared during the 
Service.  On the first Sundays of the month, the children are called forward to hear 
a special story that often ties into the main sermon. 

Prior to the pandemic, the offering was taken during the closing song.  During the 
pandemic, offering baskets are available at the exit to the sanctuary, and online 
viewers are encouraged to give via the church’s website.  On the first Sunday of 
every month, a second basket is made available for the Deacons’ Fund, which is a 
benevolent fund used to help those in need.  The Elders oversee the Deacons’ 
Fund. 

Communion is usually served on the first Sunday of the month.  A brief 
communion meditation is presented by the Pastor or one of the Elders.  Before the 
pandemic, the congregation usually remained seated as the Elders passed the 
elements.  Sometimes the communion service was structured such that congregants 
came forward, as each felt led after a time of personal prayer, to receive the 
elements.  During the pandemic, we have used self-contained communion packets 
which hold the elements. Congregants take a communion packet on entering the 
Sanctuary and open the packet at the appropriate time during communion. 

RCC practices open communion, inviting all to participate who have a right 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ and who are walking in fellowship with 
fellow Christian brothers and sisters.  RCC membership is not a requirement to 
taking part of communion. 

Prior to the pandemic, coffee and tea were made available in the foyer prior to the 
start of the service, and these beverages along with snacks were made available 
after the service as people gathered to fellowship with one another.  In addition, 
prior to the pandemic, periodic pot luck dinners or other social gatherings 
involving food and fellowship were held.  During the pandemic, we do not make 
beverages or food available but people do continue to fellowship before and after 
the service, wearing masks and maintaining proper health/safety protocols. 
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ROLE AND RESPONSIBLITIES OF PASTOR AND ELDERS 

Although the majority of preaching, counseling, vision-casting, and other tasks 
often fall on the Pastor, the Board of Elders and the Pastor together are responsible 
for the spiritual oversight of RCC.  The Elders assist the Pastor in: promoting the 
spiritual welfare of the church; organizing and developing RCC’s strength for the 
best possible service; conducting worship and other services at the church; 
encouraging, discipling, and modeling spiritual growth; home and hospital 
visitations and other personal work; evangelistic efforts; filling the pulpit when 
needed; leading/participating in small groups; overseeing the ministries; and all 
other works of RCC.  The Pastor is a voting member of the Elder Board and 
reports to the other Elders as well as to the Membership.  

In the event the Pastor is unable to present the message during the Sunday Service 
(e.g., due to vacation, illness, mission trip, etc.), the Elders generally fill the pulpit 
or ensure it is filled. The Pastor and Elders generally share responsibility for 
pastoral care, and the Elders step in to assure such care throughout the time the 
Pastor is absent. 

 

BAPTISM 
Baptism by immersion is offered upon request.  Candidates meet with the Pastor or 
Elders to share personal testimony and receive any needed biblical instruction prior 
to being baptized.  The baptism usually takes place after the Sunday morning 
worship followed by a time of fellowship and celebration.  Baptism by immersion 
is a requirement to become a formal Member of RCC. 

 

FACILITIES 
RCC is situated on approximately 8.3 acres of land and improved with three 
buildings, an access driveway and two parking lots.  The main church building is 
comprised of a 3-level “split” structure (approximately 9,000 square feet).  A lift 
for handicapped individuals connects all three levels.  

The two-story portion of the structure was constructed in the early 1970s, and a 
major expansion was completed in 2012.  The first or ground floor of the building 
(constructed as part of the expansion project) provides the main entrances to the 
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building and is where the Church offices, conference rooms, handicap accessible 
restrooms, small library and youth room are located.  The upper level (or second 
floor) of the building consists of the Sanctuary (which can comfortably seat 
approximately 150 people) and a spacious foyer where people congregate for 
fellowship before and after Sunday services, small group meetings and other 
events. 

The lower level (basement) houses Sunday school rooms, a nursery room, a fully-
equipped kitchen, restrooms, and two storage rooms.  The nursery room, kitchen 
and all but one of the Sunday school rooms have ground level windows. 

At the front of the property is an old (1870s) farmhouse which formerly was used 
for church offices and apartments.  The structure is in great disrepair and 
uninhabitable.  It will need to be torn down when finances permit.  A small, vacant 
structure is located near the old farmhouse.  This structure is used for storage and 
also is in disrepair and uninhabitable. 

Sports fields (primarily softball) make up a substantial portion of the east side 
grounds (further east on RCC property are what appear to be wetlands).  Wooded 
areas are present on the north and south sides of the RCC property.  A play-set is 
located close to the main building and attracts some neighborhood families during 
the week.  Residential homes are located within close proximity to RCC property 
borders to the south and north. 

To finance the expansion project, RCC borrowed money from an individual and 
executed a 15-year note that requires monthly payments of principal and interest.  
As of October 2020, the remaining principal balance on the note was $108,500, 
with a little over six years to go until the 15th anniversary of the note.   RCC has 
made and continues to make its monthly payments on the note. 

The building note is the only major debt RCC carries.  Other expenses are paid on 
a timely basis with no interest charges. 

 

BUDGET 
Monies are obtained through free-will offerings and gifts.  Although offering 
envelopes are provided for the convenience of givers, annual pledge drives are not 
held.  Tithing is encouraged.  There is a link on the RCC website for on-line 
giving. 
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The overall budget for the fiscal year, January—December 2020 was 
approximately $210,000, although the amount actually expended likely will be 
closer to $125,000 (barring any unexpected major costs) because expenses have 
been less due to the pandemic and the departure of our pastor. 

 

RCC MISSIONS 
RCC provides financial and prayer support for international and domestic 
missions, including TEAM in Central America, African Inland Mission, 
Crossroads, China Church Planter, Young Life (in Buffalo area), Rochester Family 
Mission, and International Student Network in the Rochester area.  At least ten 
percent of the monies contributed to RCC over the course of a fiscal year are 
distributed to the missions we support. 

In the past, RCC congregants have gone on short-term mission trips to West 
Virginia, Tennessee and Cuba.  We also have participated in local outreach events 
such as Flower City Work Camps in Rochester.  A Member of RCC is the 
Executive Director of Open Door Mission and several people within RCC 
volunteer at Open Door.  Open Door Mission is a non-profit Christian Rescue 
Mission which seeks to provide for the spiritual and physical needs of the 
impoverished and homeless men, women and children of Rochester New York by 
restoring hope and changing lives.  More about Open Door can be found at its 
website: opendoormission.com  

  Cross-Cultural                   

More than 25 years ago, certain Members of RCC recognized that God was 
bringing the world to Henrietta through RIT, the University of Rochester and other 
venues.  These dedicated, God- and people-loving individuals started RCC’s 
Cross-Cultural Ministry.  Many people from other countries and cultures have been 
introduced to Christ, with a significant portion turning their lives to Christ, through 
the work of this Ministry.  

The Cross-Cultural Ministry welcomes and extends hands of friendship and 
assistance to those from other countries who are visiting or living in the Rochester 
area.  Activities of the Ministry include “English as a second language” classes, 
Bible studies for those who wish to learn more about Jesus, and craft and cooking 
events to share cultures.  Because of the pandemic, activities have been curtailed 
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except for one-on-one Bible studies for those who are interested.  More about the 
Cross-Cultural Ministry can be found on the RCC website at: ridgelandchurch.org 

  Local Outreach 

Through the years, RCC has held an annual picnic to which the entire surrounding 
neighborhood is invited.  We also have had door-to-door outreach events within 
the neighborhood in which invitations to RCC as well as a gift (such as a coffee 
mug) were given.  Similarly, mailings to the neighborhood and other outreach 
actions have been undertaken with some success. 

 

THE CONGREGATION 
RCC has approximately 42 official adult Members with an additional 20-30 adults 
who regularly attend worship services (either in person or online) and other events.  
There are approximately thirteen children between the ages of 2 and 18 who are 
part of the RCC family. 

In addition to Sunday Worship Services, we have at least two small groups which 
meet weekly throughout most of the year.  In the six weeks leading to Easter, we 
usually have one or two additional small groups as part of what we call “Scaling 
the Summit” in which we study a particular book of the Bible or participate in a 
video/discussion series.  We also periodically host video or online seminars (such 
as marriage seminars) which are open to the general public and other churches. 

We typically hold several churchwide events a year at local parks or a retreat 
center, including a “harvest party” in the Fall, a “winter fun day” in the winter, our 
annual picnic (held at the church) in the summer and a retreat in the summer.  We 
were not able to hold the picnic or retreat in the summer of 2020 due to the 
pandemic. 

 

MINISTRIES 
The ministries of RCC are conducted by people who feel called to that particular 
work and have a heart for God and for people.  RCC’s ministries include: 
Audio/Visual/Media; Children’s; Cross-Cultural; Fellowship; Greeter; Healthy 
Hearts (primarily Divorce Care); Hospitality; Information Technology; Library; 
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Men’s; Office Administrator; Visual Arts; Website; Welcome; Women’s; 
Worship; and Youth.  

More information regarding these ministries, and the types of things they do when 
there is no pandemic, can be found in the ministry reports presented at RCC’s 
annual meetings in November 2019 and November 2020.  These reports are 
available on this website.  

 

THE COMMUNITY 
As noted previously, RCC is located in the Town of Henrietta which is situated due 
south of the City of Rochester along the eastern bank of the Genesee River.  
Henrietta is less than ten miles from the heart of Rochester’s business district.  
Henrietta is accessible via the New York State Thruway (I-90) and I-30- as well as 
New York State Routes 15 and 15A.  The Rochester International Airport is 
located a few miles to the west of Henrietta.   

The City of Rochester and Henrietta are within the boundaries of the County of 
Monroe, in the heart of the Genesee Valley region of Western New York.  The 
County is separated east and west by the Genesee River and bordered on the north 
by Lake Ontario, one of the Great Lakes.  The Greater Rochester area includes the 
Finger Lakes which are located to the south and east of Monroe County.   

As of 2019, Monroe County had an approximate population of 741,770.  These 
residents live in urban, suburban and rural areas.  Major employers in the 
Rochester include the University of Rochester, Strong Memorial 
Hospital/Medicine, Wegmans, several global communication companies and many 
smaller related service industries.  The Rochester area is home to numerous 
institutions of higher education, including the University of Rochester, the 
University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry, the Eastman School of 
Music, the Rochester Institute of Technology, Roberts Wesleyan 
College/Northeastern Seminary, St. John Fisher College, Nazareth College, 
Monroe Community College and the State University of New York at Brockport. 

The Town of Henrietta, first settled as a farming community in 1806, has grown to 
be primarily suburban (with only a few remaining farms).  It is the fourth largest 
township in the County.  The Town is proud of its tradition of planning a balanced 
mix of residential, commercial and industrial uses.  As a result, Henrietta has one 
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of the lowest property tax rates in Monroe County while enjoying a wide variety of 
quality services and facilities.  As of 2018, Henrietta’s population was 43,557.   

Educationally, the Town is served by the Rush-Henrietta Central School District, 
which provides K-12 grades and serves approximately 6,000 students from 
Henrietta, the Town of Rush, and portions of the Towns of Brighton and Pittsford. 
There are also private and parochial schools serving within the Town.  At a post-
secondary level, the Rochester Institute of Technology (“RIT”) is located in 
Henrietta, approximately two miles from RCC.  RIT houses nine colleges 
including the National Institute for the Deaf (“NTID”) which enrolls 
approximately 1,200 deaf and hearing-impaired students each year.  The presence 
of NTID has contributed to the increase of the deaf/hearing-impaired population in 
the Rochester area, making it one of the largest in the nation. 

There is ample opportunity to participate in the community through public schools, 
numerous volunteer and community organizations, politics, and sporting events.  
Members of RCC have been involved in the community, serving on the School 
Board, Scouts, Parent Teacher Associations, Foodlink, Literacy Volunteers of 
America and more.   

In addition to RCC, there are many local churches in Henrietta.  RCC has enjoyed 
close fellowship with the pastors and congregants of Covenant Life, Word of Life 
Christian Fellowship, Henrietta Christian, and Christian Friendship Baptist Church.  
Prior to the pandemic, RCC, Covenant Life, Word of Life and Henrietta Christian 
shared joint Good Friday services.  We hope to resume that after the pandemic 
ends. 

RCC itself is bordered to the south, north and east (across the street) by residential 
developments.  Henrietta continues to experience much growth.  It is a town of 
opportunity and diversity.  In many ways, Henrietta is an untapped harvest field for 
the Kingdom of God as a whole and for RCC. 


